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Start from Course Name Day Time 

26 September 2012 Beginner I Wednesday 19:00 - 21:00 

6 October 2012 Beginner II Saturday 10:00 - 13:00 

8 October  2012 Advanced II Monday 19:00 - 21:00 

10 October  2012 Intermediate III Monday & Wednesday 13:00 - 15:00 

16 October  2012 Intensive B1 Tuesday & Friday 10:00 - 12:00 

18 October  2012 Beginner II Thursday 19:00 - 21:00 

10 November 2012 Beginner II Saturday 14:00 - 17:00  

10 November 2012 Intermediate II Saturday 10:00 - 13:00 

10 November 2012 Beginner IV Saturday 14:00 - 17:00 

 

      Newsletter  October 2012 
 

 

Dante Alighieri Society of Hong Kong 
 

 

This is a monthly newsletter 

from Dante Alighieri Society 

of Hong Kong. 

 

Dante Alighieri Society is an 

Italian cultural society that 

promotes the Italian 

language studies and culture 

thoughout the world. We 

provide Italian courses from 

Beginner to Advanced levels 

to adults and children. To 

suit your exact needs, we can 

organize private one-on-one 

or small group lessons. And 

our teachers can also teach 

in your company and tailor-

make a course to suit your 

needs.  

 

 
 

Your Experience in Italy 
 
 

Please tell us your experience 
in Italy by email or you may 

send us pictures as well. 
 

 We would like to include 
them in the next issue of the 
Dante Alighieri Newsletter. 

New Italian Courses and Workshops in Autumn 

Couse 
Name 

“Un caloroso 
abbraccio” 

I gesti italiani 

“Viaggiare in 
Italia” 

Prima la 
musica e poi 

le parole 

“Dante e 
la 

Commedia” 

“Enotria” 
Italian Wine 
Appreciation 

Course 

Course 
Details 

Getting to know 
Italian gestures 

and body 
language 

How to get 
around in Italy 

Learning Italian 
through Opera 

Short course 
on 

Italian literature 

Introduction to 
wines produced 

from North, 
Central and 
South Italy 

Level 

Adults of all 
levels of Italian. 

Basic Italian 
knowledge 
required. 

No Italian 
knowledge 
required. 

Adults of all 
levels of Italian. 

Basic Italian 
knowledge 
required. 

Advanced Level No Italian 
knowledge 
required. 

Day 

Monday Wednesday 
and 

Friday 

Thursday Wednesday Thursday 

Date 

 October 29 October 17, 
19,24, 26, 31 

November 2, 7, 
9, 14, 16, 21, 23 

November 1, 8 
and 15 

October 17, 24, 
28 and 

November 7, 14, 
21,28 

 

November 29 
and December 

6, 13 

Time 19:00 - 21:00 12:00 - 13:00 19:00 – 21:00 19:00 - 20:30 19:00 – 21:00 

Fee 

$220 / 
$200 (DA 
Members 

& Students) 

$1,500 / 
$1,320 (DA 
Members) 

$1,000 /  
$800 (DA 

Members & 
Students) 

$1,000 / 
$800 (DA 
Members 

& Students) 
 

$550 / 
$500 (DA 

Members) 
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Italian Language Course for Teenagers 
Beginner 1 (Group Class) 

 
Target:            For teenagers from 8 to 13 years old 
Day:            Thursday 
Time:           16:30 - 18:00 
Date:           11, 18, 25 October / 8, 15, 22, 29 November/ 6, 13, 19 December  
                        (Only the last lesson on 19th December is on Wednesday) 
Class size:      Small class size to enhance the learning experience (Max 7 students per group) 
Course Fee:   HK$3,000 (HK$2,700 for registered students at Scuola Manzoni) 
 

 

 

 

Italian Language Course for Children 
Beginner 1 (Group Class) 

 
Target:           For 4 to 7 years old 
Day:           Wednesday 
Time:          16:15 - 17:45 
Date:          3, 17, 24, 31 October/ 7, 14, 21, 28 November/ 5, 12 December 
                       (No lesson on October 10, 2012) 
Class size:     Small class size to enhance the learning experience (Max 7 students per group) 
Course Fee:  HK$2,000   (HK$1,700 for registered students at Scuola Manzoni) 

 

 

 
Italian 
Language 
Courses 
for 
Teenagers 
and 
Children 

 

 

P rogetto 

L ingua 

I  taliana 

D ante 

A lighieri 

 
 

 
PLIDA  
 
 
Would you like to check and certify your Italian language level? 
You may be interested in the PLIDA exam, the only examination in Hong Kong to ascertain the Italian 
language proficiency, held twice a year at Dante Alighieri Society. 
 
 
PLIDA is a diploma which certifies proficiency in Italian as a second language. It is released by the 
“Società Dante Alighieri” according to a signed agreement with the Italian Foreign Office. 
 
Date:  

         29 November 2012, Thursday : A1, A2 and B1 Written and oral* 

         30 November 2012, Friday : B2, C1 and C2 Written and oral* 

         *Attention: if there are too many candidates, the oral exam may be scheduled  
          on the day immediately after the above dates 
 
The enrollment period: from 29 October to 9 November 2012 
 
 
For more information: 
http://www.ladante.cc/plida_news.html 
 

http://www.ladante.cc/plida_news.html


                                                                                                                                                                           Newsletter October 2012 

 

Dolcenera  
 
Emanuela Trane (born 16 May 1977), better 
known by her stage name Dolcenera, is an 
Italian singer, songwriter and actress. She 
rose to fame in 2003, after winning the 
newcomers' section of the Sanremo Music 
Festival, but she achieved commercial 
success in Italy only in 2005, when she won 
the music-based reality show Music Farm 
and she released her sophomore album, Un 
mondo perfetto. In 2005 she was also 
awarded Best New Artist of the Year at the 
Italian Meeting of Independent Record 
Labels and she received the De Andrè Award 
for Best Emerging Artist. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

     Cultural Event from Italian Cultural Institute in Hong Kong 

      An unforgettable evening with Dolcenera on Monday 15 October 

2012 

Free Event Information 

 
Date:          Wednesday, 17 October 2012 
Time:         20:00 
Venue:       Jockey Club Auditorium,  
                    The Hong Kong Polytechnic University, 
                    Hung Hom, Kowloon, HK 
 
For more information about Dolcenera and her debut in Hong 

Kong on Wednesday, 17 October 2012, please click: 

http://www.iichongkong.esteri.it/IIC_HongKong/webform/Sche

daEvento.aspx?id=37&citta=HongKong. 

 

We, in collaboration with the Italian Cultural Institute in Hong Kong and the 
Domani Ristorante, are delighted to present a very special Welcome Party, 
hosted for a famous and multi-talented Italian singer, Dolcenera, on her first 
tour in Hong Kong and Macau.  
 
Event:                   Welcome Party to Dolcenera 
Date:                     Monday, 15 October 2012 
Time:                    19:00 (Aperitif) 
                              19:30 (Reception) 
Venue:                  Domani Ristorante,  

                Level 4, Pacific Place, 88 Queensway,  
                Admiralty, Hong Kong 

Dress code:          Smart casual  
 
Seats are reserved to our Dante Alighieri students and members. Please 

confirm your attendance by completing this form 

(http://www.ladante.cc/event_registration.html) by Thursday, 11 October 

2012, 12:00 pm. Please bring your confirmation letter with you to the event. 

 
 

 
Festa dell’uva 

 
Date :     Saturday, 3 November 2012 

 

Time :     16:00 kick-off ! 

 

Venue :  Level 4, 100 Cyberport Road, 
                Hong Kong 
 
 

Tickets :   $600 per adult,  
                  $250 per child (age 3-11 years old) 

 

 
The Autumn Grape Festival 

 

 

Come and join us as we celebrate in true Italian 
style. Enjoy a sumptuous buffet of fresh Italian 
cheeses and grapes especially flown in from Italy, 
as well as other Italian traditional foods, washed 
down by Italian wine, with one of the best places 
of Hong Kong in the foreground, a background of 
Italian music and good company all around ! 

 
The Autumn Grape Festival provides a unique 
opportunity to taste some traditional Italian 

cheeses and succulent Italian grapes, which are 
not readily available in Hong Kong and that will 

suit everyone’s taste ! 
 

Only a limited number of tickets will be issued for 
this event, so book up early or you will miss out 

on all the fun ! We look forward to seeing you on 
3 November 2012!! 

 

http://www.iichongkong.esteri.it/IIC_HongKong/webform/SchedaEvento.aspx?id=37&citta=HongKong
http://www.iichongkong.esteri.it/IIC_HongKong/webform/SchedaEvento.aspx?id=37&citta=HongKong
http://www.ladante.cc/event_registration.html
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Italian  
Charity  
Day 
At  
Sandy  
Bay 
2012 

Recent activities 

Cine Italiano 2012 

Hong Kong Literacy Festival 2012 

Dante Alighieri Italian Language Learning Centre 
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La Mia Città Messina  

Messina 
is the capital of the 
Italian province of 
Messina and the third 
largest city on the 
island of Sicily, with a 
population of more 
than 240,000 
inhabitants in the city 
proper and about 
650,000 in the 
province. It is located 
near the northeast 
corner of Sicily, on the 
Strait of Messina, 
jusopposite to Villa San 
Giovanni on the 
mainland. 

Conoscete la città  di 
Messina? 
 
La città di Messina è una 
delle 15 città 
metropolitane italiane 
 

Abitanti   240.935  
 

Superficie 211,23 km² 

Messina, la porta della Sicilia 
- By Giovanna Platania 

 

Siete mai stati in Sicilia? E a Messina? Io sono nata e cresciuta in questa città ventosa dai mille 
volti, visti tutti in sella alla mia Vespa bianca. 

Quando penso a Messina, penso alla mia famiglia e ai miei cugini nordafricani, penso al Mar Ionico 
e al Tirreno e alla “risacca dei due mari”, al sole caldo e al vento carico di sabbia, all’odore del 
pesce appena pescato e alle grida dei pescatori sulla spiaggia, alle antiche feluche del pesce spada, 
al calore della gente, penso al blu del cielo, al freddo rigeneratore quando ti tuffi nelle acque dello 
Stretto (fredde anche in agosto!),  alla traversata a nuoto dello Stretto, alle gare delle barche a 
remi, ma anche alle Isole Eolie e alle scalate sul vulcano attivo Stromboli, ai monti Peloritani e alla 
Madonnina di Dinnammare, alle campane delle chiese, alla statua del Nettuno a mare, alla 
processione di Ferragosto della Vara, ai Giganti a cavallo Mata e Grifone, al famoso campanile del 
Duomo che suona ogni giorno a mezzogiorno e che senti mentre sei sui banchi di scuola, alla 
Chiesa dei Catalani dalla squisita architettura arabo-normanna, al ponte che “si fa o non si fa?”, a 
Taormina e la sua vista sul “vulcano buono” dove ci puoi anche andare a sciare....... 

……poi mi viene appetito e penso anche alle “braciole” di “pisci spada”, alla “sosizza” con il 
finocchio, alla caponatina, alla “pasta  ‘ncaciata” e agli arancini, alle cozze, alle olive 
“’mpassulute”, ai pidoni, alla focaccia, alla granita, ai gelati con la panna quella fatta come si deve, 
ai fichi appena colti, alle arance rosse, alla pignolata, al “bianco e nero”, ai cannoli, ai piparelli, al 
vino alle mandorle ecc... 

Messina è detta "porta della Sicilia" e crocevia del Mediterraneo. Nella storia è stata conquistata 
da moltissimi popoli e per questo motivo ha avuto svariati nomi, anticamente Zancle con i greci, 
Messene e Messana con i romani, Massinah durante la dominazione araba...infine Messina 
dall’età bizantina ad oggi, ma per me, sotto sotto, è sempre  “Missina”,  in dialetto peloritano. 

Oh, scusate, ho pensato solo alle cose belle, da brava emigrante in giro nel mondo. E voi, cosa vi 
viene in mente quando pensate alla Sicilia e in particolare a Messina? E quando pensate alla 
vostra città? Inviateci le vostre risposte, in italiano o in inglese. 

Continua il mese prossimo  
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Il Proverbio del Mese 

 

Il proverbio del mese 
 

“CADE IN SCILLA, CHI VUOLE EVITAR CARIDDI” 
 
Siete mai stati in Calabria? Conoscete il bel paesino costiero1 di Scilla, proprio di fronte a 
Messina? 
  
La Calabria e la Sicilia sono separate dallo Stretto di Messina. Questo breve tratto di mare2 è 
famoso sia nella storia che nella letteratura anche per le sue forti correnti e piccole trombe 
d’aria3. Secondo una leggenda mitologica4, nello stretto di Messina esisteva un vortice che si 
chiamava “Cariddi” che era pericolosissimo per le navi. Queste, per evitarlo e non 
naufragare5, finivano per sfasciarsi sulla rupe6 di Scilla posta di fronte a Cariddi, sulla costa 
calabra. 
 
Si cita dunque questa frase quando si parla di un pericolo difficile da evitare. 
 
 
 

 
1
  The beautiful coastal small town 

        
2
 Short sea stretch 

3
 Whirlwinds 

4
 According to mythology 

5
 In order not to drown 

6 Ended up crashing at the cliff 

Il  

Dante Alighieri Society of Hong Kong  

 
Address: 4/F, Kiu Yin Commercial Building 

361-363 Lockhart Road, 

Wanchai, Hong Kong 

Tel: +852 2832 9799 

Fax: +852 2831 9082 

Email: dantealighieri@ladante.cc  

Website: www.ladante.cc 

 
CARIDDI” 
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